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TUESDAY  
OCTOBER 24, 2018  

7:00 - 8:30PM

Need a 
Membership? 

 

Contact Lynn  
lynn.parish@shaw.ca  and 
save at City of Edmonton 

facilities,


VISIT US AT 
ROSSDALE.CA FOR 
COMMUNITY INFO

ROSSDALE NEWS
RIVER CROSSING  

OPEN HOUSE 
PAGE 3 

Parks in Rossdale 
During 2016/17 the community league worked with 
Epcor to secure land for a community garden. In 
2018 Epcor agreed to fence off an area of their site 
along 101 St. that could be used for the garden. 
The league and Epcor signed a license agreement 
with the primary purpose of the land use being the 
garden. 


When Epcor changed the fencing to facilitate the 
agreement, they put up an inner fence with the 
intention to take the outer fence down. A gate was 
left so that grass-mowing people could come in. In 
the meantime some residents began to use the 
area not used for garden for off leash dogs. An 
informal request was made to the board to ask 
Epcor to leave the outer fence there. We did that 
on the basis we would see how it went and at the 
AGM this year we would canvass opinion from the 
whole community as to how people might want to 
use that land. 


Over the summer concerns arose from some 
residents about the area being used for off leash 
activities. The league has met with some residents 
to discuss and we took a closer look at the 
situation. We then saw that firstly City bylaws 
prohibit off leash activities in any areas other than 
City designated off leash parks. In addition we are 
offside with the Epcor agreement as there is no 
permission to operate an off leash dog park and all 
activities have to be legal.


We now have an opinion from the City Legal 
Department as to how Bylaw 13145 Animal Control 

and Licensing Bylaw is applied. The bylaw 
prohibits dogs being off leash in any area outside a 
dog owner’s property or a designated City off leash 
area. The bylaw applies to public and private land. 


As a result of this information we will be posting 
signs in the area to warn people that they may be 
liable to fines if they have dogs off leash in this 
area. Running dogs off leash would also be 
contrary to the agreement signed with Epcor.


We understand that this will be very disappointing 
to many. We have heard a lot of information from 
residents about how significant it has been for 
them to meet their neighbours at the park when 
running dogs. 


We would like to capture those thoughts and 
have a wider discussion at the October 24 AGM 
about possible other uses for the portion of land 
that is not used by the garden.  

- Lynn Parish / Rossdale Executive 

ROSSDALE AGM

http://rossdale.ca
http://rossdale.ca
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Crime in Rossdale 
There has been a rash of break and enters into garages, 
and vehicles over the past year. The police have met 
with the Rossdale executive twice this year and are 
aware of the problems in our community. They are 
working with us by increasing the number of drive bys 
and providing information on reporting crimes. 


It’s important for us to communicate with each other 
and to work together in addressing unusual behaviour 
and report incidents to the EPS. Please report any 
suspicious behaviour to *377 on your mobile phone.


There is a City of Edmonton crime map to compare our 
neighbourhood to other neighbourhoods. (http://
crimemapping.edmontonpolice. ca/) 

Rossdale.ca 
The Rossdale newsletter is published bi-annually. 
There are times throughout the year when the 
community is contacted regarding events that are 
within our community or are of special interest to 
residents of Rossdale. Check our website, 
rossdale.ca, for information on events in and around 
Rossdale.


Rossdale Park Public Art 
Project - Linear Park 
The south end of Rossdale by the fire hall, has 
undergone landscaping over the past few months 
and will soon feature a public art installation. The 
description of the project is as follows:


Four geometric steel nests with different colours 
will house several life-sized, cast-bronze magpies. 
The magpies will be painted in contrasting 
naturalistic black/white, and iridescent blue/green. 
The artwork will sit on brick plinths that have 
differing heights.


This work considers the complex interactions 
between humans and nature as well as the 
concept of “home”. Each nest relates to a different 
kind of structure found in the local environment. In 
this artwork, the magpie is a witness and a symbol 
of the natural world, inhabiting various elemental 
structures that are symbolic of the built 
environment. Magpies are known to be 
resourceful, loyal and brave. The magpie is a 

remarkable example of a resilient and highly 
intelligent member of the plains ecosystem and are 
integral citizens of the local Edmonton 
environment. Kevin Sehn is the local artist.

- City of Edmonton 

Lighting Epcor Power 
Plant 
The lighting of the EPCOR power plant will soon be in 
place. Grant funding along with support from 
numerous sources has been allocated to highlight the 
historical building along with funding from numerous 
other sources including the Rossdale Community. As 
we’ve seen with the High Level Bridge and several 
downtown buildings, lighting is a beautiful 
complement especially during those long nights in 
winter.


Christmas Party Date 
The annual Rossdale Christmas party will be held on 
December 9 from 5-7pm.  Mark the date on your 
calendar. A reminder will be sent out closer to the date.


http://rossdale.ca
http://rossdale.ca
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Alberta Archives

Crossing the River: The 
Story of Rossdale 
Journey through time on an intimate walking tour at 
the heart of Edmonton's river valley led by Tim 
Marriott and Clare Mullen. The tour will explore why 
the Rossdale flats was a meeting place for 
Indigenous peoples, followed by fur traders, and 
then settlers. Click here to register for a free tour on 
September 13, 15, or 18.


Unfortunately the September dates have passed for 
the Story of Rossdale. Future dates are being 
considered. This is an engaging walking tour of the 
lands surrounding the river over the course of 
history.


Activating River Crossing 
through Arts and Heritage!
As part of our ongoing work to bring the rich heritage of the 
River Crossing area to life, the City, in partnership with the 
Edmonton Heritage Council, Edmonton Arts Council and 
Rossdale Community League are excited to announce the 
three projects selected through the Tracing Connections in 
River Crossing arts and heritage grant program.


The purpose of the pilot program, is to provide community 
members an opportunity to interpret and express through 
arts, heritage, or culture, the themes and perspectives 
identified in the River Crossing Heritage Interpretive Plan.

The projects will run this fall and will invite Edmontonians to 
engage with the history of the area through music, visual arts 
and stories.


Information  on the River Crossing and upcoming 
meeting 
The River Crossing Project Team kept very busy over the summer working on the Business Plan. We’ve been 
taking all the great information we heard from you at our last public workshop in April, plus technical analysis on 
the transportation network, open space, infrastructure and development financing, to start preparing 
redevelopment concepts. Please see the What We Heard Report from our April 25 public workshop to see what 
folks had to say. 


We will be sharing  preliminary concepts with the public at a public workshop on October 18 at the Old 
Timers Cabin, and online to gather your feedback. Your feedback will  help refine the concepts and move 
toward a preferred concept. It will also be shared with decision-makers as part of our updates to City 
Council. 

The October 18th workshop will be from 5:00-8:00 with presentations at 5:15, 6:15, and 7:15.  

https://edmonton.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=de58b26252614730356e537ee&id=1222484bf3&e=e38834548e
https://edmonton.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=de58b26252614730356e537ee&id=1222484bf3&e=e38834548e
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Wildlife 
Watch the natural diversity of the river valley 
come to life in a luminous projection 
installation as artist Tim Folkmann and 
collaborator Betty Hushlak use the historic 
Rossdale Power Plant as a highly visible 
canvas for viewers to experience the history 
of the River Crossing. Walk by during the 
evenings (8 pm - 11 pm) of October 12 and 
13 for a unique and magical visual experience.

  
Workshops (open to all, no previous experience required):

Wednesdays: 7:00 - 8:30 pm Sept, 5, 12, 19, Ortona Armoury
Saturdays: 1:30 - 3:00 pm Oct. 13, 20, 27, Rossdale Community Hall

Open rehearsal: 
Saturday Nov 17, 2018 1:30  - 3:00 pm Ortona Armoury

Presentation of finished work: 
Friday Nov 30, 2018 - 7:30 pm Ortona Armoury
Saturday Dec 1, 2018 - 1:30 pm & 7:30 pm Rossdale Community Hall

River Crossing Soundscape Project
      - an expression of place in sound and music

Participate in the creation of an interactive community based sound art piece 
with the Schoen Duo. View the natural environment and rich cultural heritage of 

the Rossdale area through the lens of sound and music. 

What is this?

The River Crossing Soundscape Project is a series of 
community workshops. In  these workshops we will 
explore the sounds of the river valley and the sounds 
created by the people that have inhabited it over the 
centuries up to the present day. 

• Sounds can be natural (wind, water, birds and animals, etc.) or 
created by human activity (music, spoken words, traffic, industry, etc.) 

• We will ask for contributions from the workshop participants. These 
can be music (a traditional lullaby your grandmother sang, a traditional 
children’s song, a traditional dance, etc.) or concepts (traffic noise 
combined with nature sounds, spoken words about the urban or 
natural environments, etc.)

• Ideas generated in these workshops will then be combined to create a 
larger work, which will be presented to the public at the end of the 
project.

Who can participate?

We invite both current Rossdale residents and those who 
do not live in the area but have a connection to it through 
their personal or cultural background to participate.

• Participants do not have to have specific musical skills – no 
experience is necessary to participate. If you do play an instrument, 
you are welcome to bring it. 

• Both children and adults are welcome, but we recommend that 
children are accompanied by an adult. The Schoen Duo have years of 
experience creating meaningful multi-level musical experiences for 
people of all ages and backgrounds. 

• If you have something you would like to contribute to this project, but 
are unable to attend a workshop, please contact Thomas or Kathleen 
Schoen at schoenduo@gmail.com  We would love to include your 
ideas! 

• Workshop participants are invited to participate in the final 
presentation of the finished piece, if they are comfortable doing so. 
This is not mandatory.

T r a c i n g  C o n n e c t i o n s  i n  R i v e r  C r o s s i n g

More info:  https://www.schoen-duo.ca/river-crossing-soundscape-project/
Questions?: schoenduo@gmail.com

Follow the project on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram #rivercrossingsduomusic #sitespecificmusicalart

Yoga 
The fall yoga session starts on October 1st and 
ends December 17th with no classes on Oct 08th 
and Nov 12th). Classes offered are:


Flow Yoga 

Mondays, 6:00pm-7:15pm

(A challenging and faster paced class. Not suitable 
for beginners or those with very limited mobility)


Hatha Yoga 

Mondays, 7:30pm-8:45pm


(Focuses on simple movements that create mobility 
and strength. Suitable for all levels of experience, 
including beginners)


Cost:

Cost for full 10 week session: $135

Drop-ins are welcome provided there is space. 
Drop-in rate: $15


To secure your spot please register in advance by 
contacting tori.lunden@gmail.com


mailto:tori.lunden@gmail.com
mailto:tori.lunden@gmail.com
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Babysitting Registry 
For families who are looking for their next go-to 
person for babysitting we have a small registry of 
neighbourhood babysitters.


If you love babysitting and have taken the 
babysitting course, send me an email to keep on 
hand.


Contact Karen for information: 
karen.edwards@shaw.ca


Front yards in bloom 
A number of beautiful front lawns were 
nominated for the Front Yards in Bloom program 
this summer. There were 5,654 nominations 
received and although winners were selected 
from other communities, the Rossdale nominees 
are winners in our eyes.


Pop-up Play! 
Rossdale hosted the City of Edmonton Pop up 
Play program July 3 to August 23. A staff 
member came out to play games, make crafts, 
and do activities with the children. The Rossdale 
community has requested a children’s 
playground program for a number of years and 
hope to continue this program for upcoming 
summer breaks.

Walterdale Bridge Trails 
The new trail connections around the Walterdale 
Bridge opened on September 6th. The completion of 
this landmark project, provides trails and greater 
access to the river valley.


At the site of Queen Elizabeth Park stands a new 
Indigenous exhibit. The park features 6 artworks by 
Canadian Indigenous artists. The art park is situated 
on ancestral lands of the Indigenous peoples and 
celebrates their part of Edmonton history.

Opportunities in the Community 
A number of ideas for our community have been submitted through the Rossdale website. including big bin 
events, community garage sales, and fun nights.  We need your help to implement some of these ideas.  Please 
contact Jacqueline  juselius@me.com. to indicate your interest. If you are interested in publishing the newsletter 
on a bi-annual basis please contact Karen karen.edwards@shaw.ca for more information.


Rossdale Garden 
The Rossdale Community garden was a huge success this year. A tremendous amount of 
commitment and hard work went into the first few days of building the garden and moving a very 
large mound of soil!


The beds were prepped and ready to plant by May, shortly after the little green shoots started to 
appear. Veggies that flourished in the gardens beds included: carrots, beets, tomatoes, potatoes, 
squash, herbs, and more.


The garden plots will be cleaned up by mid October and the committee will have a wrap up meeting 
and plan for the upcoming growing season. Plot requests and committee member requests will be 
accepted in March 2019.


Many thanks to EPCOR, Sustainable Foods Edmonton, Servus Credit Union, Northway 
Landscaping, and the Rossdale executive for supporting our community garden.


Special thanks to those who were there from the start:

Cathy B, Sherry Y, Diane B, Owen and Shara O, Stephanie M, Dan F, Kelsey and everyone else who 
was there along the way!


mailto:juselius@me.com
mailto:karen.edwards@shaw.ca
mailto:karen.edwards@shaw.ca
mailto:karen.edwards@shaw.ca
mailto:juselius@me.com
mailto:karen.edwards@shaw.ca
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Rossdale Executive

President Lynn Parish Lynn.parish@shaw.ca
Vice President Natalie Bunting bunting@shaw.ca
Secretary Diane Brochu db4554@shaw.ca
Hall Manager Sharon Pandza spandza@me.com  Phone 780-970-8054
Member at large Jacqueline Juselius juselius@me.com
Member at large Sherry Young boobinski@shaw.ca
Member at large Kelsey Dick kelsey.d33@gmail.com
Member at large Karen Edwards karen.edwards@shaw.ca

The Rossdale Newsletter is edited by Karen Edwards. For inquires please contact karen.edwards@shaw.ca.

Baseball in Edmonton 
In 2016, the Prospects signed a four-year leasing 
agreement with the city with an option for a fifth 
year. That means, the 10,000-seat ballpark will be 
around until at least 2020.


The mayor has been quoted as saying, “we 
haven’t made any determination one way or 
another what the long-term strategy will be for the 
ballpark, but rising attendance numbers obviously 
help the case for reinvestment.”


Continued use of the ball park is bound to ensure 
it’s sustainability and the Rossdale executive will 
continue to be part of the discussion for the future 
of the ball park and the neighbouring area.


Trail status from Rossdale to 
bridge 
The trail rehabilitation contract is in progress and will be 
awarded the end of September 2018. The project scope 
includes full rehabilitation of the trail including adjacent 
landscaping with completion anticipated in the spring of 
2019.  

 

The City of Edmonton is also assessing the trail for 
localized repairs which may mean a temporary opening 
for the winter. There is signage in place at each end of 
this trail section indicating that the trail is closed for 
maintenance; however, they are working with River Valley 
Operations to review and update the detour signage. 


Concert Series 
The popular Rossdale concert series started in September with a sold 
out house for 100 Mile House.  October 19th is a sell out as well with 
Ann Vriend. Tickets are still available for Lucas Chaisson on November 
16th. Check out Lucas at lucaschaisson.com


Show Information: 


‣ Dinner 6:00 PM | Show 7:30 PM 

‣ Dinner $5.00 at the door – first come first serve as quantities 

permit

‣ Beer and Wine bar, coffee, soft drinks 

‣ Show Tickets - $20 in advance. $25 at the door if available.  

Tickets will be made available to Rossdale residents, friends and 
family first. All previous shows have been sold out. 


‣ For tickets or information please email: louise.mcbain@gmail.com,  
todd.paskall@telus.net or Lynn.weinberger@shaw.ca 


mailto:diduch@telus.net
mailto:spandza@me.com
mailto:juselius@me.com
mailto:karen.edwards@shaw.ca
mailto:louise.mcbain@gmail.com
mailto:todd.paskall@telus.net
mailto:diduch@telus.net
mailto:spandza@me.com
mailto:juselius@me.com
mailto:karen.edwards@shaw.ca
mailto:louise.mcbain@gmail.com
mailto:todd.paskall@telus.net

